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Abstract—Indian Judiciary is suffering from burden of millions
of cases that are lying pending in its courts at all the levels.
Hon’ble Supreme Court of India has initiated e-Courts project
to deploy Information and Communication Technology in the
judiciary so as to efficiently impart justice without compromising
on its quality. The National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG) is an
important outcome of this project that indexes all the cases
pending in the courts and publishes the data publicly. The launch
of NJDG has also resulted in a jump of 30 ranks in the World
Bank’s Ease Of Doing Business Report.

In this paper, we analyze the data that we have collected on the
pendency of 24 high courts in the Republic of India as they were
made available on High Court NJDG (HC-NJDG). We collected
data on 73 days beginning August 31, 2017 to December 26,
2018, including these days. Thus, the data collected by us spans
a period of almost sixteen months. We have analyzed various
statistics available on the NJDG portal for High Courts, including
but not limited to the number of judges in each high court, the
number of cases pending in each high court, cases that have been
pending for more than 10 years, cases filed, listed and disposed,
cases filed by women and senior citizens, etc. Our results show
that:

1) statistics as important as the number of judges in high
courts have serious errors on NJDG (Fig. 1, 2, 10, 11,
Table V).

2) pending cases in most of the high courts are increasing
rather than decreasing (Fig. 3, 13).

3) regular update of HC-NJDG is required for it to be useful.
Data related to some high courts is not being updated
regularly or is updated erroneously on the portal (Fig. 14).

4) there is a huge difference in terms of average load of cases
on judges of different high courts (Fig. 6).

5) if all the high courts operate at their approved strength of
judges, then for most of the high courts pendency can be
nullified within 20 years from now (Fig. 21, 22).

6) the pending cases filed by women and senior citizens are
disproportionately low, they together constitute less than
10% of the total pending cases (Fig. 23 - 27)

7) a better scheduling process for preparing causelists in
courts can help reducing the number of pending cases in
the High Courts (Fig. 29).

8) some statistics are not well defined (Fig. 31).

I. INTRODUCTION

More than 29 million cases are pending in all the levels
in Indian courts as of December, 2018 [1]–[3]. A substantial

Disclaimer: The data is taken from HC-NJDG and may not reflect the
actual status of the statistics in the Hon’ble High Courts. Due care has been
taken in the analysis but some errors may still be there. Kindly notify the
author in case of discovery of such errors. The reference to the Hon’ble High
Courts should be construed as the reference being made for the department
responsible for updates on HC-NJDG.

percentage of them have been around for more than ten years.
It has been realized that more scientific ways of dealing with
such a mammoth backlog is required without compromising
on the quality of justice. Thus, Indian Judiciary has started,
on the initiatives of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, e-
Courts project to take help of the Information and Communi-
cations Technologies (ICT) in the judicial sector through its
e-Committee [4], [5]. The e-Courts project has been carried
out in two phases. This has lead to the digitization of court
records and many services are being provided online. The
Chief Justice of India has recently launched such services as
a part of e-Court project [6]. More government projects are
yet to be implemented to bring connectivity to approximately
3000 courts by the year end [7], [8]. A great leap in providing
free access to the judicial information was provided by the
implementation of the National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG)
[2]. The National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG), an important
outcome of the e-Courts projects, has data of more than
29 million cases pending in Indian courts at all the levels.
Many, possibly different and independent parameters have
been considered in estimating the number of years required
to nullify the backlog. According to Justice V. V. Rao, a
prediction made in 2010 [9], it would take 320 years to
clear the backlog. On the other hand, a commitment to curb
pendency in five years was made by the then CJI Justice
H.L. Dattu in 2015 [10]. However, at both these moments,
NJDG did not exist and such prediction was largely based on
the wisdom and foresight of the learned judges. Today when
NJDG exists, we have concrete data that can be studied to
form better predictions and methods to reduce the backlog.

In the same spirit, National Judicial Data Grid for High
Courts (HC-NJDG) was also launched and was visioned to be
a game changer [11]. In this paper, we exclusively study HC-
NJDG and report results related to High Courts only as the
data on high courts is relatively easy to verify. As of December
26, 2018, there were more than 4.9 million cases pending in
the High Courts of India. We have chosen to study pendency in
high courts only because they are generally well equipped with
resources to implement the suggested measures effectively.
Also, since the number of high courts is only 24 (the 25th

started on January 1, 2019) analysis is easy to interpret. Most
of the high courts also publish pendency statistics on their
website, so it is easy to cross verify as well.

As one can imagine, the sheer idea of the existence of NJDG
appears to be a mammoth task, implementing it properly is



going to be daunting. Indexing millions of cases to the level
of details envisaged in the e-Court project is a task that has
never been carried out by any government anywhere. Hence,
the mere existence of NJDG is a miracle in itself which also
gets reflected from a sudden jump in India’s rank in the Ease
of Doing Business Report by the World Bank. There is an
improvement of 30 ranks from the year 2016 to 2017 [12].
However, as mentioned before, it is a non-trivial task and it
is not yet time to celebrate its success. This effort can be
called successful only after the judges, court staff, advocates
and litigants find it useful in reducing their pain and NJDG
helps improving the efficiency of the whole system. It is still
very far from that stage. Note that the success of portals like
NJDG depends immensely on individual high courts updating
their data regularly on the portal. Recently more than 1000
lower courts were reported not updating their data regularly
on NJDG [13]. The same is true for some of the high courts
as well.

A. Results in the paper

Even though the importance of NJDG cannot be ruled
out, its usefulness remains a mirage until it is implemented
flawlessly. Our work is an attempt in the direction of helping
NJDG to become more useful. We summarize some of our
feedback for NJDG and present some results below:

1) Define terms used on the portal: As a first improve-
ment, there is a need to explain the terms that are used on
the NJDG portal for high courts. For example, there are
statistics about Cases-Under Objection or Cases Pending
Registration but these terms lack a clear definition. There
are many such terms which are never defined on the
portal.

2) Lack of proper documentation: Portal must have a
well defined documentation so that the observer does not
feel isolated. Right now, the portal is not accompanied
with any easy to locate documentation to help the reader
to interpret the data.

3) Erroneous data: The portal should be as error free as
possible. For example, the number of judges in some
of the high courts on HC-NJDG is incorrect. Some of
the high courts have even reported the number of judges
to be more than the approved strength of the respective
high court.

4) Absence of frequent updates: Some high courts are
not updating the data regularly. Such failures in updat-
ing the data are crucial as it impacts the data at the
national level, which is simply the aggregation of the
data received from all the high courts. Hence, errors
are aggregated in the national data on pending cases.
Ideally, the data on HC-NJDG should be updated on a
daily basis.

5) Need for different parameter: All the statistics pro-
vided are on daily basis apart from the Cases Disposed
and Cases Filed. If these two parameters can also be
made consistent with the remaining parameters then
comparisons will become easier.

6) Time to Combat Pendency: We do a detailed analysis
of how long will it take to get rid of pendency in
high courts without assuming anything unrealistic. We
have also claimed that the data from NJDG may not be
reliable as it is, hence, we have done another level of
careful analysis to consider only those numbers that can
be considered realistic.

7) Preparing causelists more scientifically: Daksh report
has a crucial finding that the high court judges have
very little time – of the order of two to fifteen minutes
– to devote to a case as the number of cases listed
on daily causelists are very high [14]. The report also
mentions that the financial loss to the nation due to non-
hearing of the listed cases is a significant portion of
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Our first inference
from the data analyzed is that the high number of cases
on causelists should be avoided because the number
of cases listed in a day are equivalent to the number
of cases disposed in a month for many high courts.
A reduction in the size of causelists will help all the
stakeholders to ease their life because the judges, court
staff and advocates will have lesser load. The litigants
will also be better off if their cases are heard for a longer
period by the judges and if the chances of their cases
being heard increase.

B. Organization of the paper

The rest of the paper is organized as follows: Section II
encompasses the related studies and the scope of the work.
Section III discusses the methodology for data collection and
also summarizes some of the main results in this paper. Section
IV presents analysis of data on the number of the judges in
high courts in India. Section V elaborates on pending cases
in the high courts. Section VI is home to the most important
result of the paper in which we estimate the time required to
nullify the pendency in the high courts. Section VII focuses on
the cases filed by senior citizens and women, inter-relationship
between the cases filed, disposed and listed in the high courts,
cases under objection and cases pending registration. Section
VIII concludes the paper.

II. RELATED WORK

In this section, we state the scope of our work. We also
compare our work with major studies on pendency in courts
in India.

Before we proceed any further to discuss the technical
findings of the paper, we first understand the scope and the
limitations of our work. There exist many articles and reports
on pendency of court cases in India. In this paper, instead
of studying the pending cases in all the courts of India,
we decided to limit ourselves to only the high courts. This
limits the number of court complexes in our study and the
improvements suggested in the study are relatively easier to
implement in high courts than in lower courts. Thus, we
would concretely know where things can be improved. Hence,



throughout this study, we have concentrated on the pendency
in high courts rather than the subordinate courts.

In our study, we have not taken input from any real person.
No judge, advocate, litigant or court staff was interviewed.
This may have both the impacts, positive and negative. In-
tervention of humans, who are involved in updating NJDG
may have provided more insights to interpret our results. On
the other side of it, their views might have biased our results.
So we decided to leave it for future because we wanted our
assessment to be purely technical and statistical based only on
the observations made from the data that we have collected
from NJDG. This study, to the best of our knowledge, is the
first one to analyze NJDG data over such a long period of
time. Most of the existing studies consider the data from only
one day on NJDG. Hence, we differ from the other studies in
this basic premises itself. Our work also tries to find out the
answer to the question, ”How reliable is single day analysis
of NJDG?”. We answer this as negative, i.e., the NJDG data
collected on just one day may not be taken as reliable for any
reasonable analysis. There have been instances when the data
on NJDG was very erroneous and such days are not rare.
For example, a recent article on the pendency statistics of
Bombay High Court claimed that 4.64 lakh cases are pending
[15]. Our finding is that the number has stayed the same, i.e.,
4,64,074 ever since the data related to Bombay High Court was
published on NJDG, throughout our data collection period.

There have been many news reports, articles and studies
on pendency in Indian courts [16] [17] [18] [19]. A study by
Alok Prasanna Kumar has used number of the District and
Magistrate courts, collected from the National Judicial Data
Grid as of 18 March, 2016 [20]. In our study, we show that
even for some high courts the number of judges is wrongly
reported. In such cases, can we rely on the number of judges
reported in subordinate judiciary? Therefore, relying on data
of one single day may not be the best practice. There are
studies conducted by the Department of Justice as well [21].
While this study is very comprehensive, the results reported
are different from ours and the parameters considered for
evaluation are different as well. Various studies including [22],
have conducted research on e-Court policies. The importance
of data analysis of judicial data and role of computer science
is also suggested in [23]. The Department of Justice also
encourages research conducted on judicial reforms by means
of funding [24]. Another rich source of information on pending
cases are the annual reports published by the Supreme Court
of India [25].

The most relevant related work in this area is the Daksh
report on the state of the Indian Judiciary [14]. Their approach,
however, is very different from ours. They have conducted a
ground level research by surveying and obtaining the first hand
experience of the litigants and other stake holders. Our work
on the other hand, relies completely on the data provided by
the national judicial data grid for high courts (HC-NJDG). At
the time Daksh report was being written, NJDG was still in its
infancy. After more than two years, it is reasonable to expect
that the data on the grid to be much more organized.

Our results are however, very similar in some areas. For
example, the Daksh report has also found that there is a lack of
uniformity in the available data. There is no unanimous agree-
ment on the number of judges/courts in the lower judiciary in
the country. Our study claims that there are discrepancies even
in the number of judges reported in the high courts, let alone
the subordinate judiciary.

The issue has been of utmost importance to all the Chief
Justices of India including the current one [26]. Hence, a lot
of exciting research is being conducted in the area and our
hope is to be able to contribute to that.

III. HIGH COURT NJDG DATA

High Court National Judicial Data Grid (HC-NJDG) was
launched in July 2017 [3], [11]. We started collecting data
from the portal on August 31, 2017. The last data used in this
paper was collected on December 26, 2018. Thus, we have
collected data for a period of around sixteen months sampled
on 73 days. Table I lists the dates on which the data was
collected.

Year Month Day

2017

August 31
September 2, 5, 6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 19, 21, 23, 28
October 1, 4, 5, 11, 30
November 7
December 13, 20, 30

2018

January 6, 11, 17, 19, 23, 31
February 2, 10, 14, 22, 26
March 5, 12, 22
April 3, 10, 17, 24
May 2, 11, 18, 24
June 1, 7, 15, 20, 28
July 4, 11, 18, 23, 29
August 6, 13, 20, 24, 31
September 7, 14, 22, 27
October 3, 10, 17, 31
November 6, 12, 22, 29
December 9, 19, 26

TABLE I: Dates on which data was collected from HC-NJDG
portal corresponding to the individual high courts.

The methodology for downloading the data is described as
follows.

A. Methodology for data collection

The dates on which we have collected data have been
mentioned already in Table I. The dates chosen are arbitrary
with an only intention of collecting data every 7-10 days. On
every date, the following procedure was followed:

1) Connect to the portal available at [3].
2) Download the web frame containing the statistics on all

the high courts by changing the options available under
the drop-down menu.

3) Save the file corresponding to the high court.



a) Example of collected data: To provide a glimpse of
the data, some of the statistics, as collected on August 20,
2018, are provided in Table II and Table III. The portal has
more statistics available but we have chosen to present only
some. In Table II, data related to the number of pending
cases in all the high courts in India is shown. The cases are
divided into two different kinds. The rows in the table show
the division of cases based on the age of the cases, i.e., how
old are they. The columns show the division based on the types
of the cases, i.e., whether the cases are civil, criminal or writs.
Hence, on this date, more than 3.3 million cases were pending
in the high courts in India.

Cases Pending Civil Criminal Writs Total
Over 10 years 371332 138120 142642 652094
Between 5-10 years 370192 176909 257987 805088
Between 2-5 years 419455 214270 372992 1006717
Less than 2 years 345801 240455 340827 927083
Total 1506780 769754 1114448 3390982

TABLE II: HC-NJDG data of pending cases in High Courts
as on August 20, 2018.

Table III presents data on the number of monthly disposed
and filed cases. It also shows the aggregate of the cases that
were listed for hearing on that particular date in all the high
courts. The columns, like the previous table, represent the type
of cases. In this table, we have also included another field,
the number of judges in the high courts. Note that there was
an error in the number of high court judges reported on that
day. According to HC-NJDG portal the number of high court
judges in India was 810, whereas according to the vacancy
positions document (dated August 01, 2018) available at the
Department of Justice website [27], the number of working
strength of high courts was 659 and the approved strength was
1079. The number on the portal is different from both these
numbers and yet no reasons for the digression are mentioned.

Civil Criminal Writs Total
Cases Filed (last month) 27663 42404 32009 102063
Cases listed (today) 11656 11793 13013 36462
Cases Disposed (last month) 28080 47368 36548 111996
Total Judges 810

TABLE III: Number of cases filed (monthly) and disposed
(monthly) and the number of cases listed (daily) and the
number of judges in the high courts in India as on August
20, 2018.

B. Scrutinizing the data so collected

After the data collection, we had to make sure that the
data being used does not suffer from errors made during the
download or during saving the files. After a careful inspection,
we deleted some of the files which had errors. Table IV lists
the amount of data that we can actually use from the data
collected during the said period. For each high court, we
have retained information from as many dates as mentioned
in the “Appearance in data” column. This column represents
the number of files after scrutinizing the data for each high

High Court Appearance in data
1 Allahabad 47
2 Bombay 73
3 Calcutta 71
4 Chhattisgarh 72
5 Delhi 72
6 Gauhati 55
7 Gujarat 72
8 Himachal Pradesh 73
9 Jammu and Kashmir 50

10 Jharkhand 73
11 Karnataka 73
12 Kerala 62
13 Madhya Pradesh 67
14 Madras 73
15 Manipur 73
16 Meghalaya 73
17 Orissa 73
18 Patna 73
19 Punjab and Haryana 73
20 Rajasthan 73
21 Sikkim 73
22 Telangana & Andhra Pradesh 72
23 Tripura 73
24 Uttarakhand 73
25 National level data of all HC 72

TABLE IV: The details of the data collected from NJDG for
high courts between August 31, 2017 to December 26, 2018.
Ideally, all should have 73 files but four high courts joined
HC-NJDG late and for the remaining, there are less than 73
files due to error incurred in data collection. Hence, those files
that had errors are not used for analysis.

court. Four high courts have joined HC-NJDG after we started
collecting the data, namely, Allahabad High Court, Gauhati
High Court, High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and High
Court of Madhya Pradesh. Hence, they appear fewer number
of times. However, majority of the high courts – 20 to be
precise – had their presence on HC-NJDG when we started
collecting the data, i.e., on August 31, 2017. This means that
for 20 high courts the number of files should be 73 each.
However, it is not so due to the errors incurred in the data
collection process. After removal of the files with errors, we
proceed to analyze the data.

Note that the last day for data collection for this paper was
December 26, 2019. The 25th High Court for the state of
Telangana was formed on January 01, 2019. Hence, in our
analysis only 24 high courts appear.

C. Understanding the graphs

In this paper, we have shown hundreds of graphs. In order
to maintain coherence and simplicity, and to have a reach to
wider audience, we have restricted ourselves to only two kinds
of graphs, as explained below.



a) Temporal data graphs (Dates on horizontal axis):
The horizontal axis (also referred to as X-axis in the paper),
consists of dates beginning August 31, 2017 to December 26,
2018 from left to right. All the dates, as in Table I, are present
on X-axis. To reduce cluttering on X-axis, we are printing
every fifth date. Hence, there are four more points (dates)
between two printed dates in such graphs. The format of date
on X-axis is YYYY-MM-DD. For the parameter considered,
if there is a corresponding value available for that particular
date, then it is printed, which corresponds to the Y-axis or
the vertical axis. The title of each graph is present on the top
which states the name of the high court that plot corresponds
to. The title also contains the number of data points in bracket.
The number in bracket, or the data points, can lie anywhere
between 0-73, depending on whether the data was available or
not. If the data is available for all the 73 dates, all will have a
corresponding Y-axis value. If some date does not have a valid
data, then data is not shown against that date but the date is
still present on X-axis in the all cases. Fig. 1 is an example
of this kind of graph.

b) Spatial data graphs (High Courts on horizontal axis):
In these graphs, we fix one date and the data from all the high
courts is plotted corresponding to that particular date only. The
horizontal axis, or X-axis, in these graphs have either 24 or
25 points. Each point represents one of the 24 high courts,
25th point, if exists, represent the aggregate of all the high
courts. This point is referred to as “Total” in the graphs. Y-
axis plots the value of the considered parameter on that date.
If a high court does not have a valid data for that particular
date, its name still appears in the X-axis but have no value on
the Y-axis. The title of the graph is present at the top.

Choice of semilog Y-axis for some curves is made to
accommodate wide range of values in one graph. Fig. 4 is
an example of such use. The numbers 1 and 1000 and almost
10 lakh (= 1 Million) are clearly visible in the same graph
which would be difficult to show if Y-axis were linear.

D. Number of Judges in High Courts

Fig. 1 shows the aggregate number of judges in the high
courts of India for each date on which the data has been
collected. As shown in bracket in the title there are a total
of 72 data points for this graph. This means that the national
level data of high courts is present in 72 days out of 73 in
our data. Hence, the point corresponding to that particular date
will be missing. As it can be clearly seen, 73 dates are not
shown in the figure but only 15 are shown so as to make the
dates look tidy. In Fig. 1, the date on which the data is missing
is September 05, 2017. From the graph, the number of judges
in high courts was around 460 in the first week of September
2017. After that we find another cluster around 550 during
October 2017 to January 2018. There is yet another cluster
at around 700 between February 2018 to May 2018 which
again jumps to around 950 beginning June 2018. After a few
frequent and drastic ups and downs in the number of judges
during July to December 2018, it crosses 1200 mark. Analysis
of this data compared with the vacancy document available on

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

460

652

844

1036

1228

Nu
m
be
r o

f J
ud

ge
s

All High Courts in India (72 points)

NJDG
Approved (1079)

Fig. 1: The number of judges in the High Courts as provided
on NJDG portal do not match with the approved or working
strength. Data is plotted against the dates available from Table
I. However, to remove the cluttering of the data, every fifth
date is printed.
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Fig. 2: Discrepancies found in data on the number of high
courts on HC-NJDG. Nothing special about the date chosen,
such discrepancies are throughout the data, refer to Section IV
for more details.

the Department of Justice website [27] suggests that the HC-
NJDG data on the number of judges in the high courts has
some errors. In fact, according to HC-NJDG, the number of
high court judges was more than the approved strength of 1079
during November and December 2018. In order to cross verify
the data, we also started downloading the vacancy document as
per the Department of Justice website starting June 2018. Table
V provides a comparison with the vacancy document. This
clearly shows that the number of judges reported by HC-NJDG
portal is approximately 300 more than the actual number.



Date NJDG Working Approved
June 01, 2018 966 659 1079
July 04, 2018 963 668 1079
August 06, 2018 952 659 1079
September 07, 2018 963 652 1079
October 03, 2018 818 645 1079
December 09, 2018 1213 695 1079

TABLE V: HC-NJDG data as compared with the vacancy
document available at [27]. This document is made available
by the Department of Justice on Day 1 of every month. Hence,
we have chosen the closest date to 1st of respective months
in our dataset.

Hence, it is unclear what the number on HC-NJDG represents
and why it keeps changing so frequently. The number of judges
of high courts is a relatively stable number, it should not have
doubled in one year and almost tripled in sixteen months!

In Fig. 2, we plot the spatial data. We have plotted the
number of judges in each high court as available on August
06, 2018. Note that the Y-axis in this plot is on log scale.
The data is plotted in the descending order of the number of
judges in each high court from HC-NJDG data. The reasons
for choosing this date is mainly because it is closest to August
01 which is the date when vacancy document was updated by
the Department of Justice. It can be clearly seen that in some
cases the number of high court judges reported by HC-NJDG
is even higher than the approved strength provided in the
vacancy document for that high court. To be precise, on August
06, 2018, the number of judges in High Court of Gauhati,
Calcutta, Orissa, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and
Manipur was higher than the number of approved strength for
the respective high courts.

A more detailed analysis of the number of judges in each
high court as mentioned on NJDG portal is done in Section
IV.

E. Pending Cases in High Courts

Fig. 3 shows the number of pending cases in all the high
courts of India. As in Fig. 1, there are 72 points because the
data set remains the same and only the parameter being plotted
has changed. In this graph, we have plotted the total number
of pending cases in the high courts in India as obtained from
the NJDG portal in our data set. It can be clearly seen that
the data has few continuous clusters and few sudden jumps.
While initial sudden jumps can be explained by the fact that
few high courts have joined NJDG late and they may be taking
time to converge to report stable number, the overall graph
does not represent a healthy update culture. Our data has some
holes during November 2017, i.e., we do not have as much
data as in other months. So a sudden jump may have been
there due to lack of continuity in our data but frequent sudden
jumps, isolated points and flat regions are indicatives of fewer
updates. It also implies, in some cases that the updates have
been erroneous. For example, on September 11, 2017, there
is a completely isolated peak with pending number of cases
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Fig. 3: Pending cases in all the High Courts of India.

greater than 49 lakh 90 thousands (around 5 million) whereas
the adjacent dates on both sides have less than 35 lakhs. While
it is true that the error was quickly ratified, there should
be attempts towards not introducing such errors in the first
place. In particular, after more than one year of inception, the
graph should have started looking like a “smooth continuous
function”, which as of now, it doesn’t. For around six months
between January 2018 to July 2018 the number of pending
cases in high courts was reported to be more than 43 lakhs
(4.3 million) which suddenly dropped down to 33 lakh (3.3
million) in August 2018. This essentially means that around
10 lakh cases were disposed in the week between August 06
to August 13, 2018! Such sudden jumps need explanations to
be reliably used for any practical significance. The reasons for
such jumps must be investigated so that such errors do not get
repeated.
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our data collection period.



Fig. 4 shows the average of pending cases during the data
collection period for all the high courts . Note that the Y-axis
is in log scale and the data is sorted in descending order of the
total number of pending cases at a high court. Hence, the first
place is occupied by Allahabad High Court that has more than
7 lakh cases pending. The figure also implies that most of the
high courts have huge number of pending cases except Sikkim
High Court and newly established high courts for the states of
Meghalaya and Tripura. It is also worth noting from this figure
that Sikkim High Court has no cases that are pending for more
than 10 years. Meghalaya and Tripura High Court have less
than twenty cases pending for more than ten years. The rest
of the high courts are having the ten plus years pending cases
as a substantial percentage of their total pendency.
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Fig. 5: Number of cases pending in the High Courts according
to their age. We have plotted only two kinds of cases, those
that have age more than ten years and those between five to
ten years.

Fig. 5 shows the pendency in terms of the age of cases.
From this data, we can see that the number of cases with age
greater than five have mainly increased during last one year.
However, the number of cases with 10+ years age, suddenly
reduced from 9,95,031 on August 06, 2018 to 6,52,180 on
August 13, 2018. A similar drop in number is seen for the
cases pending for 5-10 years as well. The reasons for such an
extraordinary decrease are unknown.

A detailed study of pending cases is done in Section V.

F. Ratio of Pendency to Judges

The total pendency, in itself, does not provide any informa-
tion until the number of judges in the respective high court is
also taken into account. This subsection considers the ratio of

pending cases
number of judges as a parameter for each high court.

Fig. 6 plots the ratio pending cases
number of judges for each high court. The

number of pending cases is calculated by averaging over the
data corresponding to each high court. The number of judges,

however, are used as on August 31, 2018. The results are
plotted in the descending order of the ratio so calculated.
Note that the number of judges is taken from the vacancy
document on the website of Department of Justice and not
from NJDG. This graph provides the distribution of workload
on each high court and judges thereof. The blue dots show
the ratio pending cases

working strength of judges for the working strength of each
high court. For example, Orissa High Court has the maximum
ratio of 12,080 cases for each judge whereas Sikkim High
Court has the minimum ratio which is 110. Hence, statistically
we can say that a judge of Orissa High Court has almost 110
times more load than a judge in Sikkim High Court. It can be
seen that the situation is similar for most of the high courts.
The mean of this ratio is 5696. It signifies that on an average
each sitting judge of the high courts in India needs to dispose
5696 cases to get rid of pendency, provided no more cases
are filed. On the other hand, the red ‘+’ signs plot the ratio
for each high court if we assume that the working strength
of each high court is its approved strength. Then the mean of
the ratio pending cases

approved strength of judges is 3395. Hence, the number of
pending cases per judge is huge and the numbers are so high
that it would not be unfair to state that they are simply beyond
the capacity of human beings, be those humans be the learned
judges of high courts. Some input from technology is required
to handle such huge numbers and ease the tasks of the judges
without compromising on the quality of justice delivered.
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Fig. 6: Ratio of pending cases to the judges in High Courts.
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an average over the data we have collected. The number of
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available at the DoJ website on August 31, 2018. The average
number of pending cases per judge, if the number of judges
is equal to the approved strength of each high court, is also
presented.



G. Disposed, filed and listed cases

From the previous subsection, we understand that the av-
erage load on the judges of high courts is huge in terms
of the number of pending cases. Now we see the rate of
disposal, filing and listing of cases that can help us provide
upper bounds on the time required to get rid of pendency.
Unfortunately, NJDG as of now, updates data on monthly
disposal and monthly filing of cases. The number of cases
listed is provided on a daily basis. If the other two parameters
could also be provided on a daily basis then our analysis and
interpretations would be more accurate.

Fig. 7 shows the data corresponding to the number of
disposed, filed and listed cases as available on NJDG on
August 06, 2018. The number of cases disposed and filed are
provided monthly. The plot is ordered in descending values of
the cases disposed. Also note that the Y-axis is on linear scale
and still there is a very little difference between the number of
cases listed daily and the number of cases disposed monthly.
This may mean that the number of listed cases in a day may be
reduced, which will be for the benefit of all the stakeholders.
The judges will have more time to hear a case unlike now
[14]. The litigants will be better off because the chances of
hearing their case will increase. The advocates will save time
in appearing for the cases and hence get more time to prepare
for cases. The court staff will have lesser files to move and
manage.

While we are not embracing the idea of using NJDG data
of just one day, the above figure captures the gap between the
three kinds of statistics that are closely related to piling up
of pendency. The point here is that the causlists in the high
courts should be prepared more scientifically. We back up our
assertion by a more careful and rigorous analysis involving
more data.
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Fig. 7: Average number of cases disposed and filed monthly.

It is shown in Fig. 8 that there is a huge gap between the
number of cases listed and the number of cases disposed in

a day. The number of cases disposed in a day is obtained by
dividing the monthly statistics by 22 because we are assuming
that there are 22 working days in a month. The goal should be
to minimize the gap between the number of cases disposed and
the number of cases listed on any given day. This would mean
that most of the cases that are listed, should be disposed, rather
than adjourned. This is the parameter that makes us claim that
there is a room for more scientific preparation of causelists as
there is a room for decreasing the gap between the number of
cases listed and the number of cases disposed in a day. Similar
is the case for individual high courts as presented in Fig. 29.
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Fig. 8: The aggregate number of cases disposed (daily) and
listed (daily) for high courts in India. We see that the number
of cases listed is an order of magnitude more than the number
of cases disposed.

Fig. 9 shows the number of disposed cases whose age
was more than ten years. The graph is not expected to
show any trend as the number of cases disposed depends on
many circumstances. The only thing that can be reasonably
concluded is that the number of disposal of more than ten
year old cases was high during February 2018 to March 2018.
It has decreased since then.

IV. JUDGES IN HIGH COURTS

This section presents the study on the number of judges in
high courts. For the purpose of this section, we have taken the
number of judges in High Courts as on August 31, 2018. As
shown in Fig. 1, the number of judges on the HC-NJDG portal
is not in accordance with the vacancy document available at
the Department of Justice website [27], which is also our
main document for comparing correctness in this section. We
provide more details on this parameter as available on NJDG.
The number of judges, as available on NJDG, is divided into
the following three broad categories:

1) High courts with the number of judges on NJDG very
different from actual working strength (Fig. 10).
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Fig. 9: The aggregate number of disposed cases that were
pending for more than ten years for high courts in India.

2) High courts with data on NJDG greater than the ap-
proved strength for that high court (Fig. 11).

3) High courts with accurate or close to accurate NJDG
data on the number of judges (Fig. 12).

Fig. 10 presents the graphs of seven high courts that have
unusual and unexpected ups and downs in the data on the
number of judges in the high courts. Apart from the number
of judges reported by NJDG, the working strength of each
high court as on August 31, 2018 is also shown in parenthesis.
The data is not close to reality. For example, corresponding to
Allahabad high court, the number took a jump of 53 from 99
on May 02, 2018 to 152 on May 11, 2018. There can hardly
be any justification for this. Hence, we would suggest that
there should be some kind of checks built in the software itself
that raises a warning whenever such unusual updates are being
made. They are most likely to be clerical errors that have stood
the test of time in absence of regular monitoring. During the
complete data collection period, Bombay High Court has never
provided the data on the number of judges. As it can be seen
from our whole data analysis as well, Bombay High Court has
seen the very few updates on HC-NJDG. Similar results can be
seen for other high courts, namely, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Karnataka and Hyderabad High Court as well. The case of
Rajasthan High Court is a bit different in this regard. Sudden
drop in statistics is due to incorrect update at the Principal Seat
of High Court at Jodhpur. Since June 28, 2018, the number
of judges, as shown on the NJDG establishment of Principal
Seat at Jodhpur High Court is 0.

Fig. 11 presents all those high courts that have the number
of judges as shown on HC-NJDG, greater than the approved
strength as mentioned in the Department of Justice vacancy
document [27] dated August 31, 2018. The number of judges
on HC-NJDG as well as the approved strength, as on the
vacancy document, is also shown. The number in the bracket

of legend Approved is the number of the approved strength
of that particular high court. We have included all those high
courts whose NJDG data has such discrepancy at least once.
Our emphasis here is that such data should have never made to
the public portal. The software itself should be written such
that it checks for such errors and raises warnings whenever
such mistakes of fact occur.

Finally, Fig. 12 captures those high courts for which the
data is more or less consistent with the vacancy document
on the Department of Justice website. In these cases, the
discrepancy is most likely because of the fact that we are using
the working strength of the high courts as on August 31, 2018.
The situation might have been different in the earlier months.
We also see that for all these high courts, the number of judges
have not varied much, apart from the last two months of data
collection. However, the contribution of last two months in our
data is only one-eighth which is not so significant. Moreover,
the number of high court judges have increased substantially
in last 4 months, which do not reflect the actual trend. It will
take some time to see the impact of this increase.

V. PENDING CASES IN HIGH COURTS

The problem of pending cases in India has taken an unimag-
inable form. In high courts alone, more than 20% of the
cases are pending for more than 10 years. Hon’ble Supreme
Court’s decision of implementing e-Courts project have come
timely, the things are improving, but there is a long way to
go to reduce pendency. The energy and efforts put in e-Courts
project must continue for few more years, if not decades, to
see the real impact.

Since there is no other benchmark for pending cases like
the vacancy document of the Department of Justice [27], we
shall assume the data obtained from NJDG to be correct. Then
we will make use of some more fundamental arguments to see
why not everything is right about the data and suggest scope
for improvements.

We plot some graphs related to the total pending cases in
the high courts in India. As for the statistics on the number of
judges in high courts, we have divided the number of pending
cases in high courts in following types.

1) High courts with reasonable updates of pending cases
during the data collection period (Fig. 13).

2) High courts having observed no or little updates with
respect to the pending cases or whose data cannot be
easily explained from the point of view of an ordinary
observer (Fig. 14).

Fig. 13 shows the high courts in which the data on pending
cases have been updated regularly. It seems that apart from a
few slips in the data here and there, most of the points in the
graphs look reasonable or it is easy to extrapolate. In fact, the
graphs of Madhya Pradesh, Gauhati, Allahabad, Chhattisgarh,
Delhi, Sikkim, Meghalaya, Tripura and Manipur High Courts
look very promising. Apart from Manipur High Court which
has also seen almost linear decline in the number of cases
with time, and one exception for Gauhati High Court, the rest
of the above mentioned high courts have seen an anticipated
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Fig. 10: High Courts that have unusual and unexpected data with respect to the number of judges in the respective high court.
The number, though within the approved strength, is not close to the working strength as on August 31, 2018.

and reasonable increase in the number of pending cases. There
seems to be a uniform rate of increase in the pending cases
in these high courts. Sikkim, Meghalaya and Tripura high
courts can be seen as an exception to the above observation
but it is mostly so because the number of pending cases at
these high courts is hundred times smaller than the rest of the
high courts and any small change will become visible in the
graphs which may take away the smoothness of the graphs.
Hence, from our analysis the updates by the above high courts
have been very reasonable. Other high courts in the same
class, namely, Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Patna, Punjab and
Haryana, Calcutta and Hyderabad, though the plots are not as
uniform as the former ones, the updates still look reasonable.
For all these high courts there is a period for which the updates
have deviated from the usual trend of the respective high court.
However, a reasonable trend can still be inferred. Gujarat High
Court has started updating the data since July 2018 but it has
been consistent since then. Before that it was not updating
data at all. Karnataka High Court has been quite consistent
in updating data apart from a few dates when its data falls
very much apart from their normal curve. However, they have
been good in fixing it quickly. Kerala High Court has followed
a smooth increasing curve since the beginning, but it has
witnessed an unexpected increase in the number of pending
cases since September 2018. The updates from Patna High
Court appear ad-hoc locally, i.e., if the time period is chosen to
be month or so the updates do not follow any trend. However,
over the period of an year, the rate still seems reasonable and
steady. As opposed to Kerala High Court, Punjab and Haryana
High Court has marked a sudden decrease in the number of
pending cases sometime around October 2018. The trend of
Calcutta and Hyderabad High Courts can be seen from our data
because we have collected it for very long period. Otherwise
there were some months during which the updates were very
erroneous and stagnant. A careful observation of Tripura and
Sikkim High Courts also witness the hole in our data. After

November 07, 2017 the data was collected on December 13,
2018. This one month worth gap is clearly visible in the graphs
of Sikkim and Tripura High Courts where the pendency has
increased drastically compared to other dates in the graph.

Thus, we have seen that many high courts in Fig. 13 have
been updating the data on HC-NJDG portal regularly, while
others have been successful to bring the updates on track after
falling off for a while. One of them, Manipur High Court, has
also witnessed a decrease in the pendency. While increase in
pendency is not a thing to cheer up, the fact that the updates on
HC-NJDG has been very timely is laudable. Regular updates
are the key to the success of NJDG and e-Courts project as
a whole. NJDG can help decrease the pendency only if the
updates are regular and accurate.

Fig. 14 shows the data of those High Courts whose update
on HC-NJDG has not been regular or it is difficult to explain
the trend of pendency. Flat graphs indicate that the number of
pending cases have remained unchanged for a long duration.
For example, the number of pending cases in Bombay High
Court was 4,64,074 on August 31, 2017 the number of pending
cases on December 26, 2018 was also the same. There has
been no change in this number at any point during the period of
data collection. Hence, from the point of view of observer, flat
graphs mean no update is being done on the HC-NJDG portal.
Rajasthan High Court has reported an unprecedented increase
in its pendency after a gap of a couple of months for which it
did not update the data at the NJDG portal. A sudden increase
of more than 4 lakh cases only imply that there has been
some error in the calculation or updating the data. However,
the updates till August 20, 2018 look pretty promising. A
similar case has happened for Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand,
Madras and Uttarakhand High Courts. There have been long
flat curves and then a sudden change in pendency, followed
by another almost flat curve. In case of Jharkhand High Court,
there was a sudden jump from 57,944 on February 14, 2018
to 90,335 on February 22, 2018. While it is true that there has
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Fig. 11: High Courts that have reported, at least once, the number of judges more than the approved strength checked against
the document on the Department of Justice website.

been small updates related to pending cases in Jharkhand High
Court, as can be seen in the graphs, there should have been
more. It is true that the updates of small magnitude are not
going to get reflected in these graphs, the counterargument
is that high courts that have huge number of pending cases
should have magnitude of updates that will become visible
as we have already seen for high courts in Fig. 13. Jammu
and Kashmir High Court has the exact same explanation as
Jharkhand High Court. Uttarakhand High Court too has a
similar explanation. The only difference is that the number
of pending cases have reduced from 53,669 on November 07,
2017 to 37,325 on December 13, 2017. HC-NJDG has seen
only a few updates from Madras High Court except for a few
updates towards the end of the year 2018.

Now we take up updates that are even more difficult to
explain. The data from Himachal High Court does not follow
one particular trend. It was difficult to understand what really
is going on in these updates. There are many continuous
curves setting different trends. Lastly, the most difficult data
to interpret is from Orissa High Court. It is impossible for us

to deduce anything apart from the fact that the updates are
regular. We could not assign any trend to it. In fact, we are
left with this question in mind, “Are the updates correct?” The
number of pending cases in the High Court is fairly large, so
we do not expect the updates to be so irregular. Like all the
other high courts we would expect these updates to follow
some trend.

VI. TIME REQUIRED TO COMBAT PENDENCY

Having discussed the number of judges and the numbers
on pending cases in the high courts, we turn our attention to
something that interests everyone on pending cases in India.
Our attempt is the first – to the best of our knowledge – to be
based on extremely rich statistical data obtained from NJDG
to answer the question, “How long will it take to combat
pendency in the high courts?”. Obviously, our analysis depends
on the correctness of the data on NJDG. Also, we have seen
earlier in the paper that the data on NJDG may not be correct.
Hence, we do more careful analysis of the assumptions that we
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Fig. 12: High Courts with accurate or close to accurate working strength as on August 31, 2018 on HC-NJDG according to
the vacancy document.

are going to make for the analysis of time required to nullify
pendency in the high courts.

A. Rate of Increase (RoI) of Pendency
Fig. 3 presents increase in the number of total pending cases

from August 31, 2017 to December 26, 2018. We make the
following assumptions from this figure:

• The number of pending cases for the following two
periods, ignoring any outliers, may be assumed to have
increased linearly:

– September 12, 2017 to January 19, 2018.
– January 31, 2018 to August 06, 2018.

• All the other points that are either isolated or do not
belong to the above two linear increases may be ignored
for the calculation of an average rate of increase of
pending cases.

Hence, in Fig. 3, we have identified two piece-wise linear
rate of increase of pending cases. Assuming that the high
courts function 210 days in an year, the rate of increase in
pending cases from the first period turns out to be approxi-
mately 1660 cases per day. From the second period, the rate
of increase in pending cases is 1632 per day.

For the sake of completeness, the rate of increase for the
overall period is calculated to be 6984 cases per day. At this
rate of increase, the pendency in high courts would increase
by approximately 14.67 lakhs per annum, which clearly seems
unreasonable and unrealistic. Hence, some kind of new updates
are responsible for such hikes and not the actual increment in
the cases. Whereas if we take the rate of increase from the
two time periods mentioned before than the rate of increase
turns out to be 17.43 lakhs in five years, which is much closer
to the actual rate of increase. This justifies our choice of the
above mentioned periods with linear rate of increase. These
inferences are summarized in TableVI.

Since the starting date for each high court to make data
available on HC-NJDG may be different, a similar analysis is

Period Start End Days RoI/day RoI/5 years
First p/w linear 3353808 3477056 129 1660 17.43 lakhs
Second p/w linear 4183883 4360437 188 1632 17.14 lakhs
Total 3053695 4982504 480 6984 73.33 lakhs

TABLE VI: Rate of increase (RoI) of pending cases for the
two piece-wise linear data that we have chosen in Fig. 3 as
well as the total duration of data collection.

done for all the high courts. We plot the rate of increase of
pending cases for the best period of each high court during the
sixteen month period in Fig. 15. The best period is computed
from the last continuous period for which the data was either
increasing or decreasing in regular manner. This helps ignore
the effect of the errors introduced by sudden jumps.

The next level of possible scrutiny is for individual high
courts. However, as we have seen before, not all the high
courts have been updating data on a regular basis. Hence,
there will always be some discrepancy corresponding to that.
At the same time, from the above analysis, we can say with
reasonable confidence that the cumulative daily increase in
pendency for all the high courts should be somewhere between
1650 to 2000. This also accounts for the high courts who have
not been publishing the data on NJDG regularly.

Thus, unless otherwise stated, we assume that the daily
rate of increase of pending cases is 1650, which is also the
aggregate of all the high courts as shown in Fig. 15. The
major changes to this number may be introduced by receiving
updated data from Bombay High Court, which has never
updated the data during our data collection period. Hence,
the rate of increase of pendency is zero as the data has never
changed.

We observe that the number of pending cases in the high
courts in India is increasing at a rate of approximately 1660
cases per day. In other words, it also means that the pendency
will never get over rather increase with time. The graphs



20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

705000

710000

715000

720000

725000

To
ta
l P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es
Allahabad High Court (47 points)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

59000

60000

61000

62000

63000

To
ta
l P
en
di
ng

 C
as
es

Chhattisgarh High Court (72 points)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

69000

70000

71000

72000

73000

74000

To
ta
l P
en
di
ng

 C
as
es

Delhi High Court (72 points)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

40000

50000

60000

70000

80000

90000

To
ta

l P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Gauhati High Court (55 points)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

110000

111000

112000

113000

114000

115000

To
ta
l P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Gujarat High Court (72 points)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

50000

100000

150000

200000

To
ta
l P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Karnataka High Court (73 points)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

180000

185000

190000

195000

200000

To
ta

l P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Kerala High Court (62 points)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

940

960

980

1000

1020

1040

1060

To
ta

l P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Meghalaya High Court (73 points)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

300000

305000

310000

315000

320000

325000

330000

To
ta

l P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Madhya Pradesh High Court (67 points)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

144000

146000

148000

150000

152000

To
ta
l P
en
di
ng

 C
as
es

Patna High Court (73 points)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

380000

385000

390000

395000

400000

405000

410000

To
ta
l P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Punjab and Haryana High Court (73 points)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

180

200

220

240

To
ta

l P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Sikkim High Court (73 points)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

2500

2600

2700

2800

2900

3000

To
ta
l P
en
di
ng

 C
as
es

Tripura High Court (73 points)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

To
ta

l P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Manipur High Court (73 points)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

50000

100000

150000

200000

250000

To
ta

l P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Calcutta High Court (71 points)
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Fig. 13: Pending cases following a certain trend that implies that the update on HC-NJDG was regular. Apart from Manipur
High Court, others have an increase in the number of pending cases.

shown for various high courts that have been updating the
data regularly very much confirm this observation (Fig. 13).

B. Comparison of Pendency with Filed/Disposed Data

Another point of contention which is difficult for us to
comprehend is that the number of filed and disposed cases
are reported on a monthly basis whereas everything else is
updated daily. If it were reported on a daily basis, then a
straight forward formula to keep track of pendency, at the end
of the day would be,

Pc = Po +(F −D)

where,
• Pc is the pendency at the closing time, i.e., in the evening
• Po is the pendency at the time of opening, i.e., in the

morning
• F is the number of cases filed on that day
• D is the number of cases disposed on that day.
In this calculation, we are ignoring the pre-registration

cases which are Cases-Under Objection and Cases-Pending

Registration. Adding variables corresponding to these statistics
may improve the above formula provided that the meaning of
these statistics is clearly explained.

If the above statistics, F and D, are reported on a monthly
basis and the number of pending cases is reported on a
daily basis then some kind of rectification is required in
one of them. From the above analysis, (F −D) can be seen
as an important metric which determines the growth of the
pendency. Fig. 13 shows all the high courts with positive
(F −D), except Jharkhand and Manipur High Court, which
have shown negative (F−D) after March 2018. A similar case
holds for the high courts shown in Fig. 14 but nothing can be
said reliably about the High Courts of Bombay and Orissa
High Court. These high courts represent the two extremes of
the spectrum. One has never updated the data and the other
has updated regularly but in a very unrealistic manner.

Fig. 16 plots (F −D) for all the high courts in India. Before
we proceed any further, we would like to make clear that
the data plotted here is converted to daily statistics by simply
dividing the monthly data by 22 (average working days in
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Bombay High Court (73 points)
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Rajasthan High Court (73 points)
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Jammu and Kashmir High Court (50 points)
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Jharkhand High Court (73 points)
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Madras High Court (73 points)
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Uttarakhand High Court (73 points)
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Himachal Pradesh High Court (73 points)
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Orissa High Court (73 points)

Fig. 14: High Courts that have not observed regular/stable updates on pending cases on NJDG during the data collection period.
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Fig. 15: Average rate of daily increase in the number of
pending cases for each high court. The average is calculated
by taking the difference of the cases on last and first day of the
last piecewise ”continuous” curve of that high court dividing
it by the number of days. Hence, their sum may differ from
the aggregate obtained above (which is 1660).

a month). It may introduce its own errors but we want to
be consistent throughout the paper in the interpretation of
numbers. In this figure, we have plotted the difference of
(F −D). Apart from plotting the exact values, we have also
plotted the running weekly average of the data throughout the
curve. Each point on the curve is plotted by taking average
of the last five points. This shows that the gap between the
number of cases filed and disposed has been decreasing. We
see that until January 2018, (F −D) was positive, whereas it
has sharply decreased after that. Our claim is that if (F −D)
is negative in the second half of the data then the pendency
should have seen a decline (in Fig. 3) in last eleven months.
However, this has not happened and thus more information

is required to explain these contradicting phenomena. Ideally,
the rate of increase (RoI) discussed before should be equal
to (F −D). Hence, these statistics are not in agreement with
statistics on the number of pending cases.
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Fig. 16: Total “Filed - Disposed” for all high courts.

C. Towards Computing Time to Combat Pendency
We use our analysis of NJDG data to find out answers to

the following questions:
1) What is the rate of disposal of cases in high courts?

(Fig. 17)
2) What is the rate of disposal of cases per day per judge

in high courts? (Fig. 18)
3) How long will it take to nullify pendency in the high

courts if no new cases are filed? (Fig. 19)
4) How many more judges in high courts are required so

as to make the rate of increase of pendency of that high
court to zero? (Fig. 20)



5) If the number of judges in high courts is made equal to
the respective approved strength of each high court, and
the average disposal rate used for a judge as provided
in Fig. 18, then how many years required to nullify the
pendency? (Fig. 21)

6) If the number of judges in high courts is made equal
to the respective approved strength of each high court,
and the average disposal rate used for each judge as
provided in Fig. 18 but the minimum disposal rate used
is the average, then how many years required to nullify
the pendency? (Fig. 22)

Now we discuss the questions and the figures referred above
in detail.

Fig. 17 plots the average daily disposal of cases for each
high court. Disposal related statistics are provided on NJDG
portal on a monthly basis. Thus, we have divided the number
by 22 to get the daily figure. Our analysis would have been
more accurate had these statistics were provided on a daily
basis. Once we compute the daily rate of disposal of a high
court for the working strength of that particular high court,
we extrapolate it for the approved strength of the high court
as well. Those high courts for which the working strength is
close to the approved strength, there is not much difference
between the average disposed cases. Apart from plotting the
average for each high court, we also plot the average over
all the high courts for both working strength as well as the
extrapolated approved strength. The figure provides a clear
hint that if all the vacancies in the high courts are filled then
there will be a huge gain in the rate of disposal of cases.
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Fig. 17: Average disposal in High Courts.

After computing the average disposal rate per high court,
we can divide the disposal rate in Fig. 18 by the number of
judges for their respective high courts to plot the number of
cases disposed per judge per day for each high court. The
average of all these averages is approximately 7.5 and the
national average is 8.6. To provide a worst case analysis, we

choose the average of averages for further analysis. This figure
provides the average number of cases disposed by each high
court judge in a day. We use these results to estimate the time
required to nullify the pendency in different high courts in
India.
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Fig. 18: Average case disposed per day per judge in High
Courts.

Fig. 19 provides an estimate of the years required to dispose
all the cases if now new cases are filed. If no new cases are
filed, then the courts will keep on disposing the cases at its
current rate which will eventually lead to disposal of all the
cases. We also plot the number of years required to dispose
all the cases if no new cases are filed and the high courts are
working at their respective approved strength. Obviously, in
case of approved strength, the years required is lesser.
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Fig. 19: Number of years to nullify pendency if no new cases
are filed in High Courts.



Fig. 20 does not assume that no new cases are filed. It
instead provides an insight on the number of judges required
if the rate of increase of pendency is to be made zero, i.e., the
pending number of cases should neither increase nor decrease.
This provides a good sign for most of the high courts as the
number of judges required to make the rate of increase equal to
zero is less than the vacancy in that particular high court. Note
that only High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and Madras High
Court have the required number greater than the vacancy in
these high courts. This means that even if the number of judges
is made equal to the approved strength, the rate of increase of
pendency will still be non zero. This further implies that in
these two high courts, the pendency may never decrease.
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Fig. 20: Number of judges required to make the rate of
increase of pendency to zero according to the analysis done
on NJDG data.

D. Time Required to Combat Pendency

We assume a linear decrease in the number of pending cases,
i.e., if at time t = 0 pendency is p0, and the rate of decreasing
pendency is α then at time t pendency pt is given by

pt = p0 −α · t (1)

By putting pt = 0, and rearranging for t, we get,

t =
p0

α
(2)

We have enough information to compute the time required
to nullify the pendency in high courts. From the analysis done
till now, we know the following:

1) Disposal rate per judge per day (denoted as d) of a high
court (from Fig. 18),

2) Pendency on any given day in a high court (p0),
3) Working strength of a high court (w),
4) Approved strength of a high court (s),
5) Daily rate of increase (r) of pendency for a high court

even though the working strength is w (from Fig. 15),

Provided the above information, we need to find the value
of rate of decreasing pendency (α) in terms of the known
parameters. For most of the high courts the rate of increase
is positive if only the working strength of the high courts is
considered. Hence, to make the rate of increase negative, or
to make the rate of decrease positive, we consider that each
high court is working at its approved strength. r is the rate
of increase of cases when working strength of high courts is
used. Thus, the rate of decrease of cases can be given by

α = d · (s−w)− r (3)

If the rate α computed in Eq. 3 is positive then the pendency
will become zero sooner or later. However, if α ≤ 0, then the
pendency will never decrease, until either the disposal rate per
judge per day increase or the approved strength is increased.

Putting all together, the following formula computes the
number of working days required (denoted by t) to nullify
the pendency in each high court:

t =
p0

d · (s−w)− r
(4)

Since the above formula computes the number of working
days, and each high court is supposed to function 210 days
a year, the formula to compute the number of years (denoted
by y) to nullify pendency is given by:

y =
t

210
(5)

Fig. 21 use formula in Eq. 5 to compute the number of years
required to nullify the pendency for each high court. Recall
that the working strength of each high court is assumed to be
its approved strength. Note that there is no point corresponding
to the high courts of Jammu and Kashmir and Madras High
Court because as noted in Fig. 20, the number of required
judges is more than the vacancy in these high courts. Thus,
under the current constraints, the rate of decreasing of cases
cannot be made positive. Thus, the pendency in these two
high courts will still keep on increasing. The maximum is
for Gauhati High Court and the minimum is for Sikkim High
Court. The average for the 22 high courts turn out to be a bit
over 9 years.

Fig. 22 presents the number of years to nullify pendency if
the disposal rate of those high courts is increased to 7.5 for
which it is lesser than 7.5. In other words, we hypothetically
increase the number of cases disposed per judge per day to
7.5, if it is lesser than that. This figure reports our final result.
Note that due to increase in the disposal rate, High Court of
Jammu and Kashmir now appears in the graph with a positive
decreasing rate for pendency. Though according to this, the
time taken to nullify pendency in High Court of Jammu and
Kashmir is a bit more than 50 years but is possible nonetheless.
In case of Madras High Court though, even this increase in
the disposal rate does not result in the pendency decreasing to
zero.
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Fig. 21: Years required to nullify pendency if the working
strength of each high court is assumed to be its approved
strength and the rate of disposal of cases per day per judge is
taken as reported in Fig. 18.
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Fig. 22: Years required to nullify pendency if the working
strength of each high court is assumed to be its approved
strength and the rate of disposal of cases per day per judge is
taken as reported in Fig. 18 if the disposal rate is > 7.5 and
7.5 otherwise, i.e., we use average of average disposal rates
for high courts that have lesser rate of disposal.

VII. MISCELLANEOUS DATA

HC-NJDG provides statistics about other metrics too. In this
section, we study those other metrics in detail as well. The
nature of the graphs remain same as before. Hence, under-
standing these graphs should be relatively easy. Explanation
is provided in the corresponding caption of the figure.

A. Cases Filed by Senior Citizens and Women
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Fig. 23: The number of pending cases filed by senior citizens
and women are much lesser than 5% and 10% respectively for
most of the high courts as on August 06, 2018.

Fig. 23 shows the data related to the cases filed by senior
citizens and women. It is worth noticing that in a country
where the number of pending cases in high courts are roughly
3.3 million, very little percentage comes from the cases filed
by senior citizens and women. For most of the high courts,
together they constitute much less than 10% of the total cases.
We expect more data on HC-NJDG in this regard and once a
complete picture is there, better conclusions can be made. It
particularly impacts the aggregate data of all the high courts
as presented in Fig. 24 and Fig. 25.
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Fig. 24: The number of pending cases: filed by senior citizens.

In contrast with Fig. 23, when aggregate of the high courts
is taken, Fig. 24 and Fig. 25 portrait the real scenario. We see
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Fig. 25: The number of pending cases: filed by women.

that the number of cases filed by women are even less than 2%
by the end of December 2018. Similarly the number of cases
filed by senior citizens is also less than 2%. For the period
from August 31, 2017 to December 26, 2018, the number of
cases filed by the senior citizens and women has increased
slightly. However, the criminal cases filed by them have not
seen much increase. The criminal cases filed by women are
less than 0.2% of the total cases in High Courts in India. It
has remained so throughout the data collection period. The
situation is very similar for the criminal cases filed by senior
citizens as well. This leads us to three hypotheses:

1) There are no crimes against women and senior citizens
in India.

2) Women and senior citizens do not file cases to enforce
their legal rights.

3) The data on NJDG with respect to these statistics is not
updated.

Our prima facie choice among these is that the statistics on
NJDG need to be updated as the other two choices lead us to
far reaching and non-trivial debates.

1) Cases Filed by Senior Citizens: Fig. 26 shows the data
of pending cases filed by senior citizens. Overall, we see that
the total cases filed by senior citizens is increasing for almost
all high courts. However, the number of pending criminal
cases is either flat or increasing at a very little rate compared
to the total cases filed by senior citizens. This implies that
the senior citizens mainly file civil suits and writs in high
courts. However, the overall numbers of cases filed by senior
citizens is so small that they can be even given priority without
practically affecting the other cases.

2) Cases Filed by Women: As in the case of senior citizens,
cases filed by women are also very less. The cases filed by
women are almost two orders of magnitude smaller than the
total pendency figures. For details refer to Fig. 27.

B. Year-wise pending cases

Fig. 28 shows data related to cases pending for ten years
or more and between five to ten years. Apart from Alla-
habad, Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Uttarak-
hand, Bombay, Calcutta and Madras High Court all the other
high courts have decreased the number of cases that are
pending for ten years or more. However, the rate of decrease
may still be increased so that the long pending cases are solved
first. Something fundamental must have happened around the
beginning of the year 2018 as most of the high courts have
seen drastic increase in the number of pending cases lying for
ten years or more. One reason for that may be that the new
year has changed the status of many cases from 10- years
to 10+ years. For almost all the high courts in this figure,
the number of pending cases between five to ten years either
decrease or remain same.

C. Cases Filed, Disposed and Listed

Fig. 29 presents the data of listed and disposed cases in a
day. The ratio of cases listed to disposed is very high. This
means that more efficient ways of preparing causelists should
be found. The goal should be to minimize the gap between
the average number of cases listed on a day and the average
number of cases disposed in a day. If statistics on the number
of cases heard in a day are also reported by NJDG then this
can give rise to a very effective metric to access the efficiency
of judicial process in India.

Fig. 30 presents the disposal of those cases which are
pending for more than ten years. We believe that such cases
should be given priority while preparing causelists.

D. Cases Under Objection and Pending Registrations

We could not understand the metrics used here well enough
to make some inferences from the data. We have still plotted
the temporal graphs for each high court in Fig. 31.

VIII. CONCLUSION

The paper details one of the fundamental problems that
Indian Judiciary is faced with. The number of pending cases
is well beyond the capacity of humans to solve. Hence, aid of
ICT in judiciary is sought to reduce the backlog of millions of
pending cases. We have analyzed sixteen month data sampled
on 73 days as collected from the HC-NJDG portal. Our
findings can be summarized as follows:

1) Maintaining NJDG flawlessly is a daunting task. Multi-
ple levels of checks are required to ensure that the data
provided on it is free from errors.

2) Timely updates are an issue. Unless the updates on the
portal are regular, it cannot be used for the envisaged
purpose, which is to make it useful for reducing the
pendency.

3) The gap between the number of disposed cases and
the number of listed cases is huge. A reduction in the
number of listed cases may help all the stakeholders
without compromising on the quality of justice. On the



contrary, it may improve the quality of life for all the
stakeholders.

4) The number of cases filed by senior citizens and women
are not at all proportional to their population. This is
even more true when it comes to the criminal cases filed
by women and senior citizens. Not many high courts
are updating this field which may also result in the low
numbers observed in the current data.

5) There are few undefined fields on the HC-NJDG portal.
It will be easier for readers to interpret the data if the
portal is backed up by a documentation.

6) We have also estimated the number of years to elapse
to nullify pendency provided that the working strength
of each high court is same as its approved strength.
As for the current working strength, pendency is only
increasing.

In the end, we hope that our work has served the role of
bug reports for NJDG as well as helping in curbing pendency
in high courts.

In future, we would like to strengthen our results by
studying lower courts on the same scale. Our goal is to publish
similar results related to each state and Union Territory that
has its presence on NJDG. In order to improve upon the state
of the art, relatively new computer science areas in artificial
intelligence like deep learning, natural language processing,
etc have to be applied to better utilize the ICT infrastructure
procured by the courts. The fundamental problem that the
judiciary in India is currently suffering from is the problem of
scalability. Deep learning algorithms have proven to be very
useful in improving scalability where human like tasks need
to be done. Its applications to reducing pendency might be
one such area.

REFERENCES

[1] “Waiting for Justice: 27 Million Cases Pending in Courts, 4500
Benches Empty,” http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/waiting-
for-justice-27-million-cases-pending-in-courts-4500-benches-empty/
story-H0EsAx4gW2EHPRtl1ddzIN.html.

[2] “The National Judicial Data Grid,” http://njdg.ecourts.gov.in/njdg
public/main.php.

[3] “The National Judicial Data Grid for High Courts,”
http://njdg.ecourts.gov.in/hcnjdg public/index.php.

[4] “Policy and Action Plan Document Phase-II of the e-Courts Project,”
http://hcraj.nic.in/action-plan-ecourt.pdf.

[5] “Policy and Action Plan Document Phase-II of the e-Courts Project,”
http://www.sci.gov.in/pdf/ecommittee/PolicyActionPlanDocument-
PhaseII-approved-08012014-indexed Sign.pdf.

[6] “CJI Dipak Misra launches microsites for court e-filing processes,”
https://www.medianama.com/2018/08/223-cji-launches-microsites-
court-e-filing/.

[7] “To strengthen judicial infrastructure, government plans to
bring online connectivity in 2,992 more courts by year-end,”
https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/to-strengthen-judicial-
infrastructure-government-plans-to-bring-online-connectivity-in-2992-
more-courts-by-year-end/1307499/.

[8] “Digital push to bring lower courts online as part of SC’s e-courts
project,” https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/digital-push-to-
bring-lower-courts-online-as-part-of-sc-s-monitored-e-courts/story-
5eqH6wMjcGULeA7BgScyvM.html.

[9] “Courts Will Take 320 Years to Clear Backlog Cases: Justice Rao,”
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Courts-will-take-320-years-to-
clear-backlog-cases-Justice-Rao/articleshow/5651782.cms.

[10] “Judiciary alone can’t tackle pendency: HL Dattu,” https:
//www.hindustantimes.com/india/judiciary-alone-can-t-tackle-
pendency-hl-dattu/story-oXHQ7wCdJDBVbJjMrNyeNJ.html.

[11] “”NJDG for High Courts is Going to be a Game Changer”, Jus-
tice Madan Lokur,” https://barandbench.com/njdg-high-courts-game-
changer-justice-madan-lokur/.

[12] World Bank Lauds National Judicial Data Grid In Ease Of Doing
Business Report. [Online]. Available: http://www.livelaw.in/world-
bank-lauds-national-judicial-data-grid-ease-business-report/

[13] “1,000 lower courts not updating case data on national grid,”
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/1000-
lower-courts-not-updating-case-data-on-national-grid/articleshow/
62645359.cms.

[14] “State of the Indian Judiciary - a Report by Daksh,” http://
dakshindia.org/state-of-the-judiciary-report/.

[15] “In Bombay High Court, 4.64 lakh cases pending,”
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/in-bombay-high-court-4-64-
lakh-cases-pending-5380496/.

[16] “Arrears, Arrears Everywhere: How Case Pendency Continues to Plague
Indian Judiciary,” https://www.news18.com/news/india/arrears-arrears-
everywhere-how-case-pendency-continues-to-plague-indian-judiciary-
1622129.html.

[17] “Lower courts have over 22 lakh cases pending for over 10 years:
Report,” https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/lower-courts-have-over-22-
lakh-cases-pending-for-over-10-years-report-1918439.

[18] “Pending cases in J&K courts pile up to 147000,” https:
//www.greaterkashmir.com/news/kashmir/pending-cases-in-j-k-courts-
pile-up-to-147000/297359.html.

[19] K. Verma, “e-Courts Project: A Giant Leap by Indian Judiciary,” Journal
of Open Access to Law, vol. 6, no. 1, 2018.

[20] A. P. Kumar, “A comparative analysis of courts across India,” http://
www.commoncause.in/publication details.php?id=450.

[21] “Evaluation study of e-courts integrated mission mode project,” http:
//doj.gov.in/sites/default/files/Report-of-Evaluation-eCourts.pdf.

[22] S. C. Shalini Seetharam, “e-courts in India: From policy
formulation to implementation,” https://static1.squarespace.com/
static/551ea026e4b0adba21a8f9df/t/577f38dad482e970d741832a/
1467955485181/eCourts+in+India Vidhi.pdf.

[23] Can Big Data & Analytics clean up India’s Judicial
Mess? [Online]. Available: http://centreright.in/2013/07/can-big-data-
analytics-clean-up-indias-judicial-mess/#.WISF6vmmXeQ

[24] “Guidelines of the Scheme for Action Research and Studies on Judicial
Reforms,” http://doj.gov.in/sites/default/files/Action%20Research.pdf.

[25] “Supreme Court Annual Reports,” https://www.sci.gov.in/publication.
[26] “CJI-designate Ranjan Gogoi says he has a plan to tackle judicial

backlog,” https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cji-designate-
ranjan-gogoi-says-he-has-a-plan-to-tackle-judicial-backlog/story-
PRqWd4J7mxUjRbZ8BFFatI.html.

[27] “Vacancy in High Courts in India,” http://doj.gov.in/appointment-of-
judges/vacancy-positions.

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/waiting-for-justice-27-million-cases-pending-in-courts-4500-benches-empty/story-H0EsAx4gW2EHPRtl1ddzIN.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/waiting-for-justice-27-million-cases-pending-in-courts-4500-benches-empty/story-H0EsAx4gW2EHPRtl1ddzIN.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/waiting-for-justice-27-million-cases-pending-in-courts-4500-benches-empty/story-H0EsAx4gW2EHPRtl1ddzIN.html
http://njdg.ecourts.gov.in/njdg_public/main.php
http://njdg.ecourts.gov.in/njdg_public/main.php
http://njdg.ecourts.gov.in/hcnjdg_public/index.php
http://hcraj.nic.in/action-plan-ecourt.pdf
http://www.sci.gov.in/pdf/ecommittee/PolicyActionPlanDocument-PhaseII-approved-08012014-indexed_Sign.pdf
http://www.sci.gov.in/pdf/ecommittee/PolicyActionPlanDocument-PhaseII-approved-08012014-indexed_Sign.pdf
https://www.medianama.com/2018/08/223-cji-launches-microsites-court-e-filing/
https://www.medianama.com/2018/08/223-cji-launches-microsites-court-e-filing/
https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/to-strengthen-judicial-infrastructure-government-plans-to-bring-online-connectivity-in-2992-more-courts-by-year-end/1307499/
https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/to-strengthen-judicial-infrastructure-government-plans-to-bring-online-connectivity-in-2992-more-courts-by-year-end/1307499/
https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/to-strengthen-judicial-infrastructure-government-plans-to-bring-online-connectivity-in-2992-more-courts-by-year-end/1307499/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/digital-push-to-bring-lower-courts-online-as-part-of-sc-s-monitored-e-courts/story-5eqH6wMjcGULeA7BgScyvM.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/digital-push-to-bring-lower-courts-online-as-part-of-sc-s-monitored-e-courts/story-5eqH6wMjcGULeA7BgScyvM.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/digital-push-to-bring-lower-courts-online-as-part-of-sc-s-monitored-e-courts/story-5eqH6wMjcGULeA7BgScyvM.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Courts-will-take-320-years-to-clear-backlog-cases-Justice-Rao/articleshow/5651782.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Courts-will-take-320-years-to-clear-backlog-cases-Justice-Rao/articleshow/5651782.cms
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india/judiciary-alone-can-t-tackle-pendency-hl-dattu/story-oXHQ7wCdJDBVbJjMrNyeNJ.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india/judiciary-alone-can-t-tackle-pendency-hl-dattu/story-oXHQ7wCdJDBVbJjMrNyeNJ.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india/judiciary-alone-can-t-tackle-pendency-hl-dattu/story-oXHQ7wCdJDBVbJjMrNyeNJ.html
https://barandbench.com/njdg-high-courts-game-changer-justice-madan-lokur/
https://barandbench.com/njdg-high-courts-game-changer-justice-madan-lokur/
http://www.livelaw.in/world-bank-lauds-national-judicial-data-grid-ease-business-report/
http://www.livelaw.in/world-bank-lauds-national-judicial-data-grid-ease-business-report/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/1000-lower-courts-not-updating-case-data-on-national-grid/articleshow/62645359.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/1000-lower-courts-not-updating-case-data-on-national-grid/articleshow/62645359.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/1000-lower-courts-not-updating-case-data-on-national-grid/articleshow/62645359.cms
http://dakshindia.org/state-of-the-judiciary-report/
http://dakshindia.org/state-of-the-judiciary-report/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/in-bombay-high-court-4-64-lakh-cases-pending-5380496/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/in-bombay-high-court-4-64-lakh-cases-pending-5380496/
https://www.news18.com/news/india/arrears-arrears-everywhere-how-case-pendency-continues-to-plague-indian-judiciary-1622129.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/arrears-arrears-everywhere-how-case-pendency-continues-to-plague-indian-judiciary-1622129.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/arrears-arrears-everywhere-how-case-pendency-continues-to-plague-indian-judiciary-1622129.html
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/lower-courts-have-over-22-lakh-cases-pending-for-over-10-years-report-1918439
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/lower-courts-have-over-22-lakh-cases-pending-for-over-10-years-report-1918439
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/kashmir/pending-cases-in-j-k-courts-pile-up-to-147000/297359.html
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/kashmir/pending-cases-in-j-k-courts-pile-up-to-147000/297359.html
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/kashmir/pending-cases-in-j-k-courts-pile-up-to-147000/297359.html
http://www.commoncause.in/publication_details.php?id=450
http://www.commoncause.in/publication_details.php?id=450
http://doj.gov.in/sites/default/files/Report-of-Evaluation-eCourts.pdf
http://doj.gov.in/sites/default/files/Report-of-Evaluation-eCourts.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/551ea026e4b0adba21a8f9df/t/577f38dad482e970d741832a/1467955485181/eCourts+in+India_Vidhi.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/551ea026e4b0adba21a8f9df/t/577f38dad482e970d741832a/1467955485181/eCourts+in+India_Vidhi.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/551ea026e4b0adba21a8f9df/t/577f38dad482e970d741832a/1467955485181/eCourts+in+India_Vidhi.pdf
http://centreright.in/2013/07/can-big-data-analytics-clean-up-indias-judicial-mess/#.WISF6vmmXeQ
http://centreright.in/2013/07/can-big-data-analytics-clean-up-indias-judicial-mess/#.WISF6vmmXeQ
http://doj.gov.in/sites/default/files/Action%20Research.pdf
https://www.sci.gov.in/publication
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cji-designate-ranjan-gogoi-says-he-has-a-plan-to-tackle-judicial-backlog/story-PRqWd4J7mxUjRbZ8BFFatI.html 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cji-designate-ranjan-gogoi-says-he-has-a-plan-to-tackle-judicial-backlog/story-PRqWd4J7mxUjRbZ8BFFatI.html 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cji-designate-ranjan-gogoi-says-he-has-a-plan-to-tackle-judicial-backlog/story-PRqWd4J7mxUjRbZ8BFFatI.html 
http://doj.gov.in/appointment-of-judges/vacancy-positions
http://doj.gov.in/appointment-of-judges/vacancy-positions


20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

0

2410

4820

7230

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze
ns
) Allahabad High Court

Total(38)
Criminal(38)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

253

506

759

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
Se

n.
 C

iti
ze

ns
) Gauhati High Court

Total(51)
Criminal(51)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

0

518

1036

1554

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze
ns
) Jharkhand High Court

Total(72)
Criminal(72)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

54

425

796

1167

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze
ns
) Jammu and Kashmir High Court

Total(50)
Criminal(50)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

35

2591

5147

7703

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze
ns
) Karnataka High Court

Total(73)
Criminal(73)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

7

14

21

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
Se

n.
 C

iti
ze

ns
) Sikkim High Court

Total(70)
Criminal(49)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

54

681

1308

1935

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
Se

n.
 C

iti
ze

ns
) Himachal Pradesh High Court

Total(73)
Criminal(73)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

1176

5748

10320

14892

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
Se

n.
 C

iti
ze

ns
) Kerala High Court

Total(62)
Criminal(62)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

6

42

78

114

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
Se

n.
 C

iti
ze

ns
) Tripura High Court

Total(73)
Criminal(73)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

6

75

144

213

Pe
nd
in
g 
Ca

se
s (
Se
n.
 C
iti
ze
ns
) Manipur High Court

Total(73)
Criminal(73)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

511

1539

2567

3595

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze

ns
) Chhattisgarh High Court

Total(72)
Criminal(72)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

13

26

39

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
Se

n.
 C

iti
ze

ns
) Meghalaya High Court

Total(73)
Criminal(61)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

564

2166

3768

5370

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
Se

n.
 C

iti
ze

ns
) Orissa High Court

Total(73)
Criminal(73)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

7104

14208

21312

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
Se

n.
 C

iti
ze

ns
) Hyderabad High Court

Total(63)
Criminal(63)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

152

884

1616

2348

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
Se

n.
 C

iti
ze

ns
) Madras High Court

Total(73)
Criminal(73)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

0

467

934

1401

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze
ns
) Gujarat High Court

Total(23)
Criminal(23)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

0

3

6

9

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze
ns
) Punjab and Haryana High Court

Total(31)
Criminal(0)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

0

72

144

216

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze
ns
) Uttarakhand High Court

Total(41)
Criminal(15)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

0

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze
ns
) Bombay High Court

Total(0)
Criminal(0)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
Se

n.
 C

iti
ze

ns
) Calcutta High Court

Total(0)
Criminal(0)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

0

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze

ns
) Delhi High Court

Total(0)
Criminal(0)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
Se

n.
 C

iti
ze

ns
) Madhya Pradesh High Court

Total(0)
Criminal(0)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

0

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze

ns
) Patna High Court

Total(0)
Criminal(0)

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

0

3332

6664

9996

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

Se
n.
 C
iti
ze
ns
) Rajasthan High Court

Total(7)
Criminal(7)

Fig. 26: The figure presents pending cases filed by senior citizens. We have chosen to draw only total cases and criminal cases
filed by senior citizens. The number written in brackets is the number of data points. The data related to cases filed by senior
citizens is either very little or none. This means that senior citizens usually do not file cases or HC-NJDG data is not complete.
Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Patna and Rajasthan High Courts have no data on pending cases of senior citizens.
While Madras High Court presents the data, it was almost never updated except for the last couple of months.



20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

2561

5122

7683

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
W

om
en

)

Allahabad High Court
Total(38)
Criminal(38)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

0

604

1208

1812

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

W
om

en
)

Gauhati High Court
Total(51)
Criminal(51)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

567

1134

1701

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
W

om
en

)

Jharkhand High Court
Total(42)
Criminal(42)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

26

403

780

1157

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
W

om
en

)

Jammu and Kashmir High Court
Total(50)
Criminal(50)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

13

103

193

283

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
W

om
en

)

Manipur High Court

Total(73)
Criminal(73)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

12

108

204

300
Pe

nd
in
g 
Ca

se
s (

W
om

en
)

Tripura High Court
Total(73)
Criminal(73)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

988

2557

4126

5695

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
W

om
en

)

Chhattisgarh High Court

Total(72)
Criminal(72)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

0

49

98

147

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

W
om

en
)

Meghalaya High Court

Total(73)
Criminal(66)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

5

10

15

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
W

om
en

)

Sikkim High Court

Total(70)
Criminal(70)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

172

894

1616

2338

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

W
om

en
)

Himachal Pradesh High Court

Total(73)
Criminal(73)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

0

4764

9528

14292

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

W
om

en
)

Hyderabad High Court

Total(63)
Criminal(63)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

740

2296

3852

5408

Pe
nd

in
g 
Ca

se
s (

W
om

en
)

Orissa High Court

Total(73)
Criminal(73)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

176

352

528

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
W

om
en

)

Uttarakhand High Court
Total(54)
Criminal(41)

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

246

492

738

Pe
nd

in
g 

Ca
se

s (
W

om
en

)

Gujarat High Court
Total(23)
Criminal(23)

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09
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-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
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Fig. 27: The cases filed by women are very less in number. As for senior citizens, we plot total and criminal cases filed by
women. Even though in some of the high courts the total cases filed by women are increasing, the number of criminal cases
filed by women is almost constant. This usually would mean that women don’t register cases against the crimes that they face
or the data of HC-NJDG is not fully updated. Last ten high courts in this figure have no or very little data on cases filed by
women.



20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

180000

200000

220000

240000

260000

280000

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Allahabad High Court
10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Jammu and Kashmir High Court
10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

14000

16000

18000

20000

22000

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Jharkhand High Court
10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

75000

100000

125000

150000

175000

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Rajasthan High Court
10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

5000

10000

15000

20000

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Uttarakhand High Court
10+
5-10

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

100000

110000

120000

130000

140000
Nu

m
be

r o
f P

en
di

ng
 C

as
es

Bombay High Court
10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

20000

40000

60000

80000

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Calcutta High Court

10+
5-10

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

40000

60000

80000

100000

Nu
m

be
r o

f P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Madras High Court
10+
5-10

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

8000

10000

12000

14000

Nu
m
be
r o

f P
en
di
ng

 C
as
es

Chhattisgarh High Court
10+
5-10

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

8000

10000

12000

14000

Nu
m

be
r o

f P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Delhi High Court

10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

2000

4000

6000

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Himachal Pradesh High Court

10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

20000

30000

40000

50000

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Kerala High Court

10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

2000

4000

6000

8000

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Manipur High Court

10+
5-10

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

60000

70000

80000

90000

Nu
m

be
r o

f P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Madhya Pradesh High Court

10+
5-10

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

35000

37500

40000

42500

45000

47500

Nu
m

be
r o

f P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Orissa High Court
10+
5-10

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

22000

24000

26000

Nu
m
be
r o

f P
en
di
ng

 C
as
es

Patna High Court
10+
5-10

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

70000

80000

90000

100000

110000

Nu
m

be
r o

f P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Punjab and Haryana High Court

10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

0

10

20

30

40

50

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Tripura High Court

10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

0

10

20

30

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Meghalaya High Court
10+
5-10

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

Nu
m

be
r o

f P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Gauhati High Court
10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

15000

20000

25000

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Gujarat High Court
10+
5-10

20
17
-08
-31

20
17
-09
-11

20
17
-09
-23

20
17
-10
-11

20
17
-12
-30

20
18
-01
-23

20
18
-02
-22

20
18
-04
-03

20
18
-05
-11

20
18
-06
-15

20
18
-07
-18

20
18
-08
-20

20
18
-09
-22

20
18
-10
-31

20
18
-12
-09

Date

40000

60000

80000

100000

Nu
m
be
r o

f P
en
di
ng

 C
as
es

Hyderabad High Court

10+
5-10

20
17
-08

-31

20
17
-09

-11

20
17
-09

-23

20
17
-10

-11

20
17
-12

-30

20
18
-01

-23

20
18
-02

-22

20
18
-04

-03

20
18
-05

-11

20
18
-06

-15

20
18
-07

-18

20
18
-08

-20

20
18
-09

-22

20
18
-10

-31

20
18
-12

-09

Date

0

20000

40000

Nu
m
be

r o
f P

en
di
ng

 C
as

es

Karnataka High Court
10+
5-10

20
17

-08
-31

20
17

-09
-11

20
17

-09
-23

20
17

-10
-11

20
17

-12
-30

20
18

-01
-23

20
18

-02
-22

20
18

-04
-03

20
18

-05
-11

20
18

-06
-15

20
18

-07
-18

20
18

-08
-20

20
18

-09
-22

20
18

-10
-31

20
18

-12
-09

Date

2.0

2.2

2.4

2.6

2.8

3.0

Nu
m

be
r o

f P
en

di
ng

 C
as

es

Sikkim High Court
10+
5-10

Fig. 28: Data related to pending cases between 5-10 years and 10+ years. Note that Sikkim High Court has no case pending
for more than 10 years and the cases between 5-10 years is also very small. Overall the graphs of these statistics are not easily
explainable. There are abrupt changes with most the continuous parts of the graph looking piece-wise constant. The reason
for this may be that these statistics don’t change that frequently and our data collection spans only 16 months, which is too
small to capture changes that occur in a metric that considers half a decade or a decade as the least count.
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Fig. 29: The data on disposed cases on HC-NJDG is provided monthly, whereas the listed cases are daily. Hence, in order
to bring them on the same platform, we divided the monthly disposal data by 22, assuming the number of working days in
each month to be 22 only. Hence, division by 22 has rendered fractional values for some high courts. Daily listed cases are
almost an order of magnitude more than the disposed (daily average) cases. So lesser number of cases can be scheduled in
a particular day giving more time to spend on one case. This is one metric which looks like similar for all the high courts
meaning that for all the high courts, the number of listed cases per day is much more than the number of disposed cases per
day. If this gap is narrowed, it can help all the stakeholders. We can infer from this figure that scientific and more efficient
ways of preparing causelists should be deployed to make the system work more efficiently.
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Fig. 30: Monthly disposed cases (10+ years old). The rate of disposal of 10+ years old cases seems to follow no trend as such,
apart from Uttarakhand High Court that is disposing less than 30 cases (monthly), as per the HC-NJDG data. Ideally, it would
be great to see the rate of disposal of such cases increasing so that the pendency of 10+ years can be quickly removed. There
are few High Courts like Meghalaya, Sikkim and Tripura that have close to zero or zero 10+ years pending cases. Those high
courts that show a long constant straight line, the data has not been updated for them. An important thing to note here is that
all the high courts have data related to this metric.
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Fig. 31: Cases pending registration and cases under objection in various High Courts. These metrics are not defined properly.
So we have decided not to make any inferences from this data, rather present the temporal graphs corresponding to the data.
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