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Budget for Justice - A Justice Hub Initiative

The objective behind setting up the Budget for Justice portal is to enhance the accessibility and
interpretability of key budget datasets around law and justice (budget data on courts, police,
prison, legal aid, women & child protection, etc). As part of this initiative, we would like to
conduct in-depth research on the gaps that prevent us from exploring and using budget
datasets and build better tools and processes that can help us use the budget datasets in the
most effective ways to facilitate a culture on data-use and data-creation.

About the dataset
The dataset contains time series data of the union budgets for schemes concerning the law and
justice sector. It includes expenditure data on schemes under different ministries and
departments, such as:

1. Ministry of Law and Justice
2. Department of Police
3. Ministry of Home Affairs
4. Ministry of Women and Child Development

All budget related information can be explored at three levels:
1. Budget for a Ministry/Department
2. Budget for specific categories of schemes (These categories are defined in the budget

documents)
3. Budget for specific schemes

Dataset Source
● All budget datasets have been sourced from OpenBudgetsIndia Platform. Links to raw

datasets can be accessed from this sheet.
● All scheme related metadata (non-budget information such as scheme description,

type of scheme, etc) have been sourced from the respective websites of the ministry
and department.

https://openbudgetsindia.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vRumhsicgSAwCrSQKPhJM2libk3AWg28NsB3EO0J8LS4PPjy6xmQ50wmbrOZERLLYPZV6w6LyVCOCI_/pubhtml?gid=0&single=true
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Data curation methodology
The data has been curated for specific schemes using the budget document available on
OpenBudgetsIndia for the financial years 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-20, 2020-21 and
2021-22. The process we followed to curate this datasheet is as follows:

Step 1 - Finding the relevant schemes in the areas of Law and Justice

● We used certain tags to search for schemes in the Open Budgets India database. The
list of tags is as follows:

○ Law and Justice
○ Police
○ Rights
○ Jails
○ Children
○ Women
○ Protection
○ Justice
○ Legal
○ Courts

● We held discussions with stakeholders from civil society engaged in budgetary analysis
to discuss scheme names that we should include as part of the Budget for Justice
initiative as per their suggestions.

Step 2 - Locating the Departments/Ministries that manage the budget for these selected
schemes

● We searched for these tags using the search feature available on the Union Budget
Explorer to find names of the schemes.

● The search feature allows us to search for textual information across these three
columns:

○ Ministries/Departments
○ Heads of Expenditure
○ Detailed Heads of Expenditure

● Using the search feature, we were able to locate the department/ministries which
contain the budgetary information for the selected schemes

Step 3 - Downloading the Department/Ministry budget data for the last 6 years

https://openbudgetsindia.org/
https://union.openbudgetsindia.org/en/expenditure/
https://union.openbudgetsindia.org/en/expenditure/
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● To get the budget heads for the selected departments, we used the search feature on
the Open Budgets India platform to find the budget documents for the last 6 years.

● We downloaded all budget data for these departments from 2017-18 onwards. The
budget data for 2016-17 is part of the 2017-18 budget document.

○ For most schemes, the budget data was available in either CSV or XLS[x]
formats, but we had to work with PDF documents to curate data for certain
financial years.

● For the financial year 2021-22, only the budget estimates are available.
● The data published before the above mentioned period (2016-17 onwards) follows

different nomenclature and structure and therefore cannot be easily compared with the
data taken into consideration.

Step 4 - Creating a data standard to curate information under specific budget heads

We came up with a data standard to simplify the process of data curation. The data points
which we collected from the budget documents, per scheme, are as follows:

1. Ministry/Department
2. Heads of Expenditure
3. Detailed Heads of Expenditure (Scheme Name)
4. Budget

a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

5. Revised
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

6. Actual
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

Step 5 - Creating scheme files to store all relevant information for each scheme

Using the master list of schemes, we created separate files for each scheme for storing the
budget information for that scheme. This structure allows us to store and maintain rich
metadata per scheme.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HoikXV4udZRaJgHB0858BAQ0Rrv9qe--ecLUpEh5Bgk/edit


Find, Share & Co-create Data for Justice

Rules to Inclusion of Schemes
1. There are certain schemes for which the data is not maintained consistently in the last

6 years majorly because they were either discontinued or they started after 2016-17.
We're only maintaining separate data files for schemes which have been functional
since 2016-17.

2. We’re including schemes that were started post 2016-17 but were formed by
combining older schemes that were functional since 2016-17.

a. For instance, the budget for Swadhar Greh, Ujjawala, Working Women Hostel,
Women Helpline, One Stop Center, Mahila Police Volunteers, Home for Widows
were combined in the budget 2021-22 under the umbrella scheme SAMBAL
under Mission Shakti. Therefore, the data for these schemes are from financial
year 2016-17 to 2020-21, except for Mahila Police Volunteers and Home for
Widows for which the data is available from financial year 2019-20 to 2020-21.

Budget Datasets

Ministry / Department
● Ministry of Law and Justice
● Department of Police

Categories

Under Ministry of Law and Justice
● Establishment Expenditure of the Centre
● National Mission for Justice Delivery and Legal Reforms
● Infrastructure Facilities for Judiciary
● Elections

Under Department of Police
● Establishment Expenditure of the Centre
● Central Armed Police Forces
● Police Infrastructure
● Modernisation of Police Forces
● Centrally Sponsored Schemes

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/18p4WS6fShWXOvt_R6BtjQQ8WiI8iSwPcUu33397IRVQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/14ASULxddLtI8BeXFJe1rcWwE6OnH5AGL1QGqA7dcGn0/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SgJ42tF8jTqiYqX8EjZCPo-Yt-_-46zEA6plSyppcyw/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yegW-TelH_7_8-_3fHuyi4OFgdaOD6-Pomtu8xuJ8u8/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=101097385814356392877
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xEEsDTVabbk4i06-DEAPH8wYvwI290qh56y1n4ULXFw/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=101097385814356392877
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qFS3QyShcdu3iKygqDjTMsrrudgix9QN1EVxQY9txKI/edit#gid=335574271
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UHCofOrGMP0C1O0uj0mC--_a88UaSVb1zRsIo8MMYdA/edit#gid=335574271
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Ra5XgHMOPdXtmcDZu5zLlBT6sOY822Eg0hOg6CNn1CQ/edit#gid=335574271
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Cky8K0oS5lftvCRfglfpgqvpMkOQGwiRavEhR1vz3K0/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=101097385814356392877
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15yj6kP9BSRYhzPmei20wVbMwr4mtQtBLcQfq4NCvRZQ/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=101097385814356392877
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14irE8VGrndiWr51NVES4pT8auh2e3DHrtJMs118epqM/edit
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Schemes
The schemes / detailed heads of expenditures were selected based on the suggestions given
by our partners through active consultations and discussions.

The current list of schemes, available for exploration on the portal, is as follows:

Under Ministry of Law and Justice
● e-Courts Phase II
● National Judicial Academy
● National Legal Service Authority
● Indian Law Institute (ILI)
● Gram Nyayalayas
● Infrastructure Facilities for Judiciary
● Lok Sabha Elections
● Identity Cards to Voters
● Other Election Expenses
● EVMs for Election Commission

Under Department of Police
● Central Reserve Police Force
● National Security Guard
● Border Security Force
● Indo-Tibetan Border Police
● Central Industrial Security Force
● Assam Rifles
● Shashastra Seema Bal
● Central Armed Police Forces - Departmental Accounting
● Intelligence Bureau
● National Intelligence Grid
● Special Protection Group
● Delhi Police
● Central Police Organisation
● Education, Training and Research
● Criminology and Forensic Science
● BSF Air Wing, Aircrafts, River Boats and Helibase
● Border Area Development Program
● Building Projects of CAPFs and Central Police Organisations
● Police Infrastructure - Delhi Police

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1i5vXfHgpvNK-IgCOS3VdMnc6cE4gT96H10GMD36hGvg/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=101097385814356392877
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Ry3Nji9XXIhw-gxn1aUiPyYWL5VwLXqSu7-OQGwa9aU/edit#gid=335574271
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NGdz4gfvu6GJCThdBcvmJ5K5GVRX4yBYHbwPnC1rsns/edit#gid=335574271
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/13HPQYPC-4pNwOAdTQs7ShhYcs2SoHTKm-mBd5jM2aJo/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bw2th3Fjq1tXL0bjlSzxzAHZt4zAZB8dR8Vtv2X-O0g/edit#gid=335574271
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1orjyXlcMR0TP3iKm2v8BDFZVToQRmTj5-6iV_rHGyNM/edit#gid=335574271
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EnTyswz5KZlelFUhP7Zz8QlUmUdUE29xFw5fIpxxZa8/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=101097385814356392877
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fpgTiJWTI0ksjM-bhxUkUMx4kRg0O5lSwmp89Q_Ulbc/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=101097385814356392877
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eIEozuDlKdns1dJzrUBXHJCxNr0T44xJpv96H9ToILU/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wNki_-Hhf4Cs1nK64hQt-6VEdYxvuraWF5SbJJFiR-E/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/114b1TqCSGEaAcBc8rhHagHso7H_al3awZRBoC0Yhtmc/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1pjUS1zp_l7YTQZom2km0B-F4fvJGTRonckzLyhv50Oo/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1KQvyVU82ZM9S5eAeCr_aG6KzoF4iykI5kTn94saHILk/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1gM-ivOZlcnkbITFzggN9krRRKeLfnQXbverx7p1Qn0k/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1F_YstDve_4XTpevNUAWEo_dVYeI_gnIfh-Yi7ztxrAo/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/15SVf5I2oQPxfEzvYpqN0LgRNxJDcLic5A605SxGjtgQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/10k96PUX4YZ9fGPqe9foGugcJxUKCFH1eE8uerWrmoMg/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1HGn95BPJC9Fwm0OqEAomhCRajmUeRlUBbhc8M-IM_MI/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1TQMJtbiahlbtomVvoz-7DXrgsLKBPMNoWs9_JTjJHRQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1QfHuRkf7e8MFAedB3KXZBrZY33RBuHH1iRmuW4qgXes/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1QO0LTazr6HvTCTzsWEu02YvDjsrDSF28r3fBM3TJ9lk/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13N0FejxSJd9sRETMV4wNJUj16yszkS_ndSBsl8a0z2I/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_BElLt1nBK6ESKCGdGhtvKEZSCx7UMyVCeJb6plz5WM/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DDq2GBCEL4EMAihqZxvYgAaoITAPkkvYeoJdDtPrRVE/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aAGfAbmepYt0D7W44_kkHSBtRGhZMLKcBgibOApV9wI/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=101097385814356392877
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17LgkfqB_JP6NfYiQpTrefxNFjcWOdgdPIpjTCpH3k1w/edit#gid=335574271
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TyDSzMJblnBgzC6OeCiCpgghW2nsxrXo745qcPwPkXQ/edit#gid=335574271
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Au2GB179PdMmcjDNGMeTlppHzDaMUE3kM5ZTpYMOx-o/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=101097385814356392877
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/146USDZRS3sY7aOL7gYe7yzqXaDelSCRGr4PP_aPA7oU/edit
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● Modernisation of State Police Forces and CCTNS
● SRE and Special Infrastructure Scheme for LWE Areas
● Research

Under Ministry of Home Affairs
● Jails
● National Human Right Commission (NHRC)

Under Ministry of Women and Child Development
● National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)
● National Commission for Women
● Swadhar Greh
● Ujjawala
● Working Women Hostel
● Women Helpline
● One Stop Center
● Mahila Police Volunteers
● Home for Widows

Note: This is not an exhaustive list, we’ll be working with our partners to include more schemes
and update the list periodically.

Type of Indicators
The budget data can be explored using several indicators that are available on the portal.
These are defined as follows:

1. Budget Estimates: The amount of money allocated in the Budget for a particular fiscal
year to any ministry or scheme.

2. Revised Estimates: A mid-year evaluation of potential expenditures that take into
account spending trends, new services, and new instruments of services, among other
things.

3. Actual Expenditure: The amount of money spent in a particular fiscal year on ministry,
department or scheme.

4. Actual Expenditure of Ministry as a percentage of Total Actual Expenditure of the
Financial Year: It is a ratio of Actual Expenditure of the Ministry / Department and Total
Actual Expenditure of the Financial Year. This indicator is calculated for all
ministries/departments.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zODjwfjlzIwh6jLr4XgoT35yL3afFxcPYXC5GWXG5go/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NAUQzwO71mgttgwKgSQ1zVvncu5lYThOKavVhOJf9-Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PONLmS1CIGLQzsbkBDzHmWk4ureFEFdM3LzVXgY2W_k/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=101097385814356392877
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DbNg7PBwLRNxkExe2GMyq_g_xL78nPZv9EpiyhsJr6Q/edit#gid=335574271
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vbJ6j2aOElkw2IQQuI_AeCpkEWDXpvwN6MiQ_O6MuPQ/edit#gid=335574271
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1yMdl-hyiyInmMk3Z8_9tSFIMMCTmhxVOvq5IHpv3SiQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1NKhJajUi7H7i9O6uFk8zY-4rBcM6BK6DpjTKdnSEogE/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1jAR7maJzJ-uVm9S6rSylFyJXFCrjj-B1gVkxZJhbUYM/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1g_UgnUZ3y9vxC-xM1ciC6BUeW0VzJ9csLfmxGI_Zefk/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1b4ImgvpQntbznvM49eVGPjG65cZbQRpQT9AtRtrSKF4/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1-y_Cd8VYICwl-B8hzlR8Z_zh6N6flDcJrFoFxB9inyw/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/17Nroz8t-RAoa8-v_BgY0TYDEkXaDdSHL0gnvImk2rSs/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1L_wbFwKrIqIcIUv1bFfszYMbZavnXGHOwI6Y2O4cdHI/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/12VCkS6yHfsvd1L9NL_7zwDDqpEiG4zPQWrSK-l3OUus/edit
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5. Actual Expenditure as a percentage of Ministry or Department: This gives us an
estimate of the share each scheme / detailed head of expenditure has as a part of total
expenditure of the ministry or department. This indicator is calculated for all schemes
and scheme categories.

6. Fund Utilisation: This indicator gives us the information on the extent to which the
allocated money has been utilised over a time period. It is a ratio of Actual Expenditure
and Revised Estimate. The revised estimates being the proxy to funds disbursed and
actual expenditure being the funds used.

Indicators to explore Budget data for Ministries
1. Budget Estimates
2. Revised Estimates
3. Actual Expenditure
4. Actual Expenditure of Ministry as a percentage of Total Actual Expenditure of the

Financial Year
5. Fund Utilisation

Indicators to explore Budget data for Scheme Categories and Schemes
1. Budget Estimates
2. Revised Estimates
3. Actual Expenditure
4. Actual Expenditure as a percentage of Ministry*
5. Fund Utilisation

*For the schemes under the Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry of Women and Child
Development, we’re not calculating the Actual Expenditure as a percentage of
Ministry/Department since we haven’t curated data for all schemes under these ministries.

Data Codebook
This section contains details about the file structures of budget datasets used in the Budgets
for Justice portal.

Master Dataset of all Schemes

Link to the file
File Type - Google Sheet

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HoikXV4udZRaJgHB0858BAQ0Rrv9qe--ecLUpEh5Bgk/preview
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There are four sheets, one per ministry/department, in this workbook

1. Ministry of Law and Justice, contains the details of all the schemes or detailed head of
expenditure of the Ministry

2. Department of Police, contains the details of all the schemes or detailed head of
expenditure of the Department

3. Ministry of Home Affairs, contains the details of selected schemes or detailed head of
expenditure of the Ministry that were suggested by the stakeholders or are relevant to
the project

4. Ministry of Women and Child Development, contains the details of selected schemes
or detailed head of expenditure of the Ministry that were suggested by the stakeholders
or are relevant to the project

The data in each sheet is structured as follows:

1. Ministries/Departments
2. Heads of Expenditure
3. Detailed Heads of Expenditure
4. Budget 2016-2017 (in Crores)

a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

5. Revised 2016-2017 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

6. Actual 2016-2017 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

7. Budget 2017-2018 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

8. Revised 2017-2018 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total
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9. Actual 2017-2018 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

10. Budget 2018-2019 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

11. Revised 2018-2019 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

12. Actual 2018-2019 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

13. Budget 2019-2020 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

14. Revised 2019-2020 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

15. Actual 2019-2020 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

16. Budget 2020-2021 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

17. Revised 2020-2021 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
c. Total

18. Budget  2021-2022 (in Crores)
a. Revenue
b. Capital
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c. Total

Ministry / Department Level Dataset
All ministry/department level datasets can be viewed (and downloaded) from this link.

File Type - Google Sheet

The workbook contains two sheets:
1. Datasheet - This sheet contains the list of indicators available across year for each

scheme
2. Metadata - This sheet contains detailed information (name, description, etc) about the

scheme

The data in the Datasheet is structured as follows:
1. budgetFor
2. type
3. fiscalYear
4. indicators - The list of indicators will vary depending on the scheme. Not all indicators

are available for all schemes.
5. budgetType (Revenue/Capital/Total)
6. Value

The data in the Metadata sheet is structured as follows:
1. Name of Ministry / Department
2. Ministry / Department Description
3. Data Source: The source from which the data has been collected.
4. Frequency: The time interval in which the budget data is being released for the

concerned ministry / department.
5. Indicator - Name
6. Indicator - Description
7. Indicator - Unit
8. Indicator - Note

Scheme Category Level Dataset
All scheme category level datasets can be viewed (and downloaded) from this link.

File Type - Google Sheet

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1_ApQTjFkbi3YGy2Jd8U4vIHdPMSoTjZ0
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1JFxkIWotrxioNkcm8GEEzFnGKkICYuKt
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The workbook contains two sheets:
1. Datasheet - This sheet contains the list of indicators available across year for each

scheme
2. Metadata - This sheet contains detailed information (name, description, etc) about the

scheme

The data in the Datasheet is structured as follows:
1. budgetFor
2. type
3. fiscalYear
4. indicators - The list of indicators will vary depending on the scheme. Not all indicators

are available for all schemes.
5. budgetType (Revenue/Capital/Total)
6. Value

The data in the Metadata sheet is structured as follows:
1. Name of the Scheme Category
2. Scheme Category Description
3. Ministry/Department
4. Data Source: The source from which the data has been collected.
5. Frequency: The time interval in which the budget data is being released for the

concerned ministry / department.
6. Indicator - Name
7. Indicator - Description
8. Indicator - Unit
9. Indicator - Note

Scheme Level Dataset
All scheme level datasets can be viewed (and downloaded) from this link.

File Type - Google Sheet

The workbook contains two sheets:
1. Datasheet - This sheet contains the list of indicators available across year for each

scheme
2. Metadata - This sheet contains detailed information (name, description, etc) about the

scheme

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aWSnrdc4xBH4cKs1I2e4eWgqu2j6CTve


Find, Share & Co-create Data for Justice

The data in the Datasheet is structured as follows:
1. budgetFor
2. type
3. fiscalYear
4. indicators - The list of indicators will vary depending on the scheme. Not all indicators

are available for all schemes.
5. budgetType (Revenue/Capital/Total)
6. Value

The data in the Metadata sheet is structured as follows:
1. Name of the Scheme
2. Type of Scheme

a. Central Sector Schemes are government programmes that are designed,
planned, and fully funded by the central government.

b. Establishment Expenditure of the Centre
c. Other Central Sector Expenditure
d. Centrally Sponsored Schemes are aimed at supplementing the efforts made by

state governments and are jointly funded by the centre. There are different
financing models for centrally sponsored schemes, but the majority fund comes
from the Centre.

e. Other Grants/Loans/Transfers
3. Scheme Description
4. Head of Expenditure
5. Ministry/Department
6. Data Source: The source from which the data has been collected.
7. Frequency: The time interval in which the budget data is being released for the

concerned ministry / department.
8. Indicator - Name
9. Indicator - Description
10. Indicator - Unit
11. Indicator - Note

Feedback and Suggestions
For any queries or suggestions, please reach out at info[at]justicehub.in


